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AGAINST ALL ODDS

Vision — Power or perception?

Mimi Batliwala met life’s challenges head on in spite of her visual impairment,
making us wonder whether our sensory organs are as powerful as we make
them to be. Jyoti Kalsi brings us the details.

M imi Bathwala is 4 buksbly,
Vivacious person who loves
10 dance, play the piano, Swim, pay
o polf, travel to new places and make
—ednEMds wherever she goes. She s,
S0 vohied TN Many social Causes
including teaching al a school for
visually impamed sium dwellers and
runmng an orphanage and a centre
fi  women's cmpowerment, She
Cconfucts yoga workshops for sight
ed as well as bhind people and has
taught yoga in India and the US
Sence mosing to Duba last yoar shic
has made many Inends and plans 1o
conduct yoga courses at the Dubai
Ladies Club. Nobody who méets her
would gwer pucss that Mime s |
Almast i,

Mimi's world became blurred I
when she was 12 years old. But she
did nol allow that to affect her hife in i
any way, fighting every challenge wih
courage, resiience and a positive |
attitude. *1 belleve in counting my |
blessings, How can | evir complam .
when | have s0 much 1o thank Godod
for and | see S0 many people with
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Mimi belongs to @ rich and well WE A :

wnown Lamily from Mumbai and had
an idyihe childhood, When her sight
suddenly became blurred at 12, the
doctors diagnosed il as macular
L. withh  no  KNdown Gl TR
accepted the fact with fortitude.
Taking her cue from her parents.
who treated her no differently from her siblings. she nover spoke about
her condition o anyone and asked for no spécial favours al school
or elsEwhen:

Desprie difficulties in reading her books and what was wotlten on the
board, she did well in schobl. She continucd her piano lessons by devis
ing 4 way o play withoul having (0 read the notes, A&t 13, she even
coaxed her parents 1o send her to boarding school, She managed weli
on her own and gol good grages. M oven played netball and hockoy,
though years later one of her schoolmates canfided that they always wor
ried about which direction she would whack the ball
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“I was able to do these things
mainly Decause my parents  and

[y machers never made me fel | was
any different from others and always
- encouraged me 10 do_gverything |
'J..th*ﬁ o do.” says Mimi, In (ac
she bepgan plaving goll because her

| tather insisted she 100 should learn
the game Hke other members of the
family, Bul, as s typical of her, she
took i further 1o 8 competitneg level,
winmmg many podl  championships
Mimi cannot sec the green or the
flag. bat her trusted caddy points

medals al intercollegiate and inter
‘ siate swimming tournaments  and

cven qualified for the college hochk
oy team, Bul with her vision detéen-
orating. further, keeping up with
siudies proved 1o be more difficiuit
The last straw came when a keen
suntor armved o seck hec hand n
marfiage. "1 didn’t want o marry o
rich man who would treat me like &
poOsSSession. 50 | decided 1o Nee,
recalls Mimi. "I enlisted the help of
an Habian fnend 1o coMAEnce my
father 1o let me o 1o Naly to leadm
italian.” Thanks 0 her mothér's
support. she was 5000 on o shp,
i bound for Haly “1 was extrémély

;

¥ hef in the nght dirgction and 1ells
_! her how hard 1o hit the ball,

" Mirmi did well in college and won

e ar e L

-

| nevous but then | saw my catin

mate was N a worse slate, S

Mimi is atways impeceably dressed, her jowellery and other accessories perfectly  wiis on hor way 1o De mamoed off 1o

matched with her dress @ man she ddn’t even know and
was temfied. Looking after her
made me forgel my own fears.” Says Min

She staved in Europe for several vears, becoming fluent in many lan
Buages. She has many comic fales to tell about her futile altempls o
findd @ pob. "1 would do well in the interview, bat when | was asked to il
out forms of read something, | would put on this act of searching for my

spectacles and flee from the scene,” iaughs Mimi
Eventually, she did manage to get a job with the indian Tea Board in
Brusséls. Thanks to hor hinguistic and social skills she was soon recop
nised as oneé of the best employeas and trinelbed all over Europe to rep-
resent the company atl intemational fars and promotional events, Aftor



returning 1o India, she marned a childhood friend and has a son. *i Teal
bad that | could not do things like reading boedtime stories to him.” she
recoliects with regret. “But he has grown up 1o be & sensitive person and
has inhented my love for music.”

Yoga has been an important part of Mimi's life since her twenties and
she 1s a qualified teacher of lvengar Yoga. “| was fortunate 1o be accept
ed os o student by guru B.K. Ivengar, who gave me special training 10
teach visually challenged students. | have taught in India and the US and
would iove Lo tleach yvoa in Dubai.” she says

But Mimi's pet project i1s the Women's Empowerment Centre and
Network (WECAN) that she runs in Mumban with hor sister. Her big dream
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vooational ra g entre thal can help undeérpiviieged  wormer

pecome economically mdependent. "l feel a divine force has been watch
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and the instructor coaxed hed 1o come on stapge and Talk about e T

FHCHT A Al mey e | il Sucress] I'I'. VR T D O Dl Syin

She has won the Golfer of the Year trophy al the Wellington Club,
Mumiba seversd Times

Yoga has given her inner strength and halanco

quh!ﬁ!ﬂ!h andl a confitkent part SEaking apout it oo pubbe wos cathar b

A great burden lifted off mw shoulders, It was an emotional O T B
SN mary people hugged me aterwards, apologisng for thinking | was a
NOD DECause | often pnored e, That dow | leant that admitting | had
a probiem was not just good for ma, Dol made i1 saser for others 1o
imteract wath ms ocils AMim

we Jrow and evohve spintually wihen wi Rave 3 oross to bear | have

certanty grown Sprtually and hope my slory gives courage Lo others, it
& BEsE o b it 1o the fullest and acheve vour full potental, That's the

LI Imreer wiseon, shée adds eSO aliy i=h
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